
January 2012 

“Together  . . .  on Mission.” 

Mailing Address:  
PO Box 3117 
Petersburg, Virginia 
23805-3117 
Office Location: 2579-B County Drive 
Petersburg, VA  23803 
Rev. Ron Sowers, DOM    

Phone: (804) 733-2010 
 Toll Free: (866) 468-2010 

Fax:  804 733-8212 
E-mail:  info@petersburgbaptist.org 

Website:  petersburgbaptist.org 
Mrs. Rachel Branch, Secretary 

The Gleam 
Newsletter of The Petersburg Baptist Association 

Volume 55 No. 1 

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM 
 

 We are called the Missions & Evangelism Council. In the past, ‘missions’ has been handled by one committee/team and 

‘evangelism’ has been conducted by another. There has been discussion about dividing them again. But, in reality, even though we 

could designate different specific responsibilities to separate groups, missions & evangelism are one and the same; they are ‘two 

sides of the same coin,’ they go ‘hand in hand,’ you can’t have one without the other. ‘Missions’ is generally seen as doing 

‘projects’ that help people in various ways and ‘evangelism’ is sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. If you study the life of 

Christ, you see no division between the two. He does them simultaneously, seeking to save the lost while feeding their hungry 

stomachs; healing a blind man while teaching principles of the kingdom. 

We have some who go on our teams that are glad to build things, but maybe feel ill-equipped to build up the kingdom. They 

eagerly share ‘a glass of water’ but are not sure how to share the ‘water of life.’ Often times, we are ‘scared’ to share the Gospel 

because we are concerned we might offend, won’t know what to say, or can’t answer someone’s questions. We know we should 

witness with our mouths as well as our lives, but the words just won’t come out. 

Please know that I ‘feel your pain’ and understand your hesitations/reservations/angst. But, I also know the joy of telling oth-

ers about my Saviour and seeing them trust Him as Lord. I believe you all would like to know that joy in abundance. Just know 

that you can!!! And we want to help you. We will be discussing/developing/planning/conducting some ‘evangelism’ workshops to 

give each of you a chance to learn to share your faith naturally and spontaneously. We will help you know how to hammer a nail 

while ‘driving’ home the truth of God’s love; how to feed a person’s soul while giving them something to eat. 

2012 is going to be ‘the year of evangelism.’ Our emphasis in everything we do as a Council will be to bring people to Jesus. 

We need people who are gifted evangelists to join our council and teams to be a part of multiplying ourselves through training oth-

ers. Come, teach others how to fish!!! 
 

Praise the Lord and thank you for our continuing cooperative mission work. 
 

In Christ, 

Wilson Conwell, Coordinator 

Missions & Evangelism Council 
 

KEHUKEE COUNCIL 
 

 The November Gleam article outlined the current review of the three team  makeup of the Kehukee Council.  We are still tak-

ing input from PBA Churches, individuals, and those associated with The Kehukee Council regarding the possible creation of a 

fourth team having a single focus, that being financial aspects supporting Camp Kehukee outside of budgetary monies.  This dis-

cussion began with the October 13, 2011, Kehukee Council meeting as an agenda item.  It returns January 12, 2012, after input 

from others, and then goes to the PBA Executive Council January 16, 2012, for deliberation/vote if a recommendation is made by 

the Kehukee Council as to a fourth team.  Please register your thoughts, concerns, support etc., with your Kehukee Council Repre-

sentative, with a Kehukee Council Team Leader (listed at end of article), DOM Ron Sowers, or myself  before January 12, 2012.  

Kehukee Church Representatives are encouraged to attend the 7 PM Kehukee Council meeting on January 12, 2012, at Second 

Baptist Church, hosted by the Reservations Team Leader, Jeanie Pond.  Anyone wishing to personally speak regarding this issue 

will be allowed to do so. 

 Presently the five PBA Trustees (and newly elected one, taking office January 1, 2012) are individually reviewing guidelines/

regulations as to usage of Camp Kehukee with one primary emphasis in mind….SAFETY!  We don’t want to mandate or require 

unreasonable expectations for camp usage, but at the same time make sure that we use sound judgment in protecting ourselves.  It 

must go beyond adequate insurance coverage.  Trustees will meet as a body January 10, 2012.  If there are any recommendations, 

they will be presented at the January 12, 2012, Kehukee Council meeting. 

 A special recognition is being planned for our retiring caretaker, Lawrence Carter.  You will receive specific information about 
this in a separate mailing. 

 In closing, I want to encourage you to consider a year end tax deductible contribution to Kehukee.  This can be made for a spe-

cific purpose or general operational expenses.  Send the donation to the PBA office and identify the gift as one for Kehukee. 
 

Hugh G. Mumford,  Kehukee Council Coordinator    

Team Leaders: Jeanie Pond-Reservations, Lemuel Duke-Development, and Ron Barker-Facilities 



A NOTE FROM OUR MODERATOR 

 As we reflect back on this Christmas past, we know that the real meaning of Christmas was not giving and re-

ceiving gifts. We have received the greatest gift anyone can possibly receive, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Jesus was indeed born of a virgin in the city of Bethlehem exactly as prophesied many years before. Jesus was 

conceived in Mary, not by man, but by the Holy Spirit of God. As John reveals, Jesus existed before the Creation 

of the world (John 1). He is part of the Holy Trinity we know as God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). The Son of 

God came in human form for a purpose—to die as a willing sacrifice in payment for the sins of mankind. He did 

this to provide eternal salvation as a free gift to all who will accept it and follow Him. May we always remember 

each year the reason for the season.  

 Many of us have made New Year Resolution's which some of those will not be kept. The best resolution's any 

of us can make is to pray, study, work, and serve Jesus to a greater degree than we did in 2011. There are many 

opportunities to serve our Association in 2012. Please consider serving on one of our committees, going on a mis-

sion trip, attending the scheduled events our Association offers. There are also many opportunities within our As-

sociation to serve children, youth, and adults (men and women), please take advantage of these. We each have 

been given a spiritual gift, consider how you can better use your gift to serve our Association.  

 Don't forget our Executive Council Meeting on January 16th, we encourage you to make plans now to attend 

this meeting. Our Association can only be as strong as its leaders are. I thank each and everyone of you for your 

service and work and may 2012 be even better than 2011 in our Association. May God bless you and your families 

and the churches within our Association.  
 

Wayne Williams, Moderator 

WMU 
 

As we begin the New Year of 2012, our 

thoughts are of accomplishments and also 

of opportunities missed in the previous 

year. But we have a new beginning stretching out 

before us and opportunities abound for service to 

our Lord and our community. We pray for God's 

leadership in choosing the way we should go in His 

service. May His will be done in each of our lives, 

our churches and in our Association. 
 

Dates to remember: 
Jan. 14  10:00-Noon  Assoc. Kids Missions Day  

   Camp, Grades K-6 - Kehukee 

 Contact Becky Thomas, GA Assoc. Leader 
 

Jan 16  10 a.m.  Assoc. Women on Mission 

 Meeting - Crowder Memorial Covered Dish - 

 Speakers, Jerry and Kathy Parker 
 

Feb. 1  10 a.m.  Assoc. WMU Leadership 

 Team Meeting -Second (Bring a sandwich) 
 

12-19   WMU Focus Week 
 

Best to each of you, 
 

Grace Dunford, WMU Associational Director 
 

MISSION DAY CAMP 
 

Mission Day Camp is held for ALL children 3 years 

through 6th grade.  It will be held at Camp Kehukee 

January 14, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  Please 

contact Becky Thomas at 804-586-0632 for more   

information. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Mrs. Pat Harbuck– cancer. (Wife of former PBA DOM)                              

Rev. Gary Akin- (former pastor of Dinwiddie) Chase City          

  Health & Rehab Center 

Tonya Ramage-cancer. (wife of former PBA DOM) 

Rev. Steve Freeman- of Colonial Heights Baptist. 

Maggie Lou Lewis—(Broke hip at PBA Annual Meeting) 

3 Churches without a pastor 

Egypt, Libya, Syria 

All Association Ministries & our member  churches 

SINCERE APPRECIATION 
 

 Words cannot express my appreciation to all the people who 

came to see me, their prayers, cards, and many expressions of 

kindness.  The lovely flowers that were sent—I enjoyed them so 

much.  I enjoyed the day so much until that fall.  Hope I can be 

with you next year.  For all the nice things you do…  

Thank you, Maggie Lou Lewis 
 

 

 NEW DIRECTOR OF DONOR RELATIONS 

FOR BGAV 
Welcome Cindy Elmore as a member of the BGAV Foundation 

staff.  She holds a Masters of Public Administration in Non-

Profit Management from VCU and is a Certified Fund Raising 

Executive.  Her husband Rev. Joe Elmore is the Pastor of 

Crowder Memorial Baptist Church and they have three children 

(Annamarie, Joel, and Josiah). 



FROM THE DOM’S CORNER… 
 

   A new year will soon be upon us and the days of 2011 will 

be “rung-up” as history in our lives personally, our church, 

in our Association, etc. 

 Prayerfully, each of us will take the necessary time to genu-

inely reflect on the activity of God in our lives and in the lives of 

our loved ones.  And upon that time of reflection, recall, and re-

membrance, we will see His hand, again praise and thank Him for 

His provisions, and “store our lessons” learned for future reference 

and testimony. 

 2012 is another year, and just as in other times, it will unfold 

differently and we will be faced with a host of differing circum-

stances, conditions, and choices.  While we can do nothing about 

the first two, we can and are in control of the third—choices.  We 

will be called upon to daily in 2012 make hundreds—yea thou-

sands of choices!  And remember, failure or deliberate refusal to 

“make a choice” is a choice in and of itself! 

May I encourage you to chose to make a list of those areas Holy 

Spirit brings to your remembrance as you seek His aid for your life 

in 2012?  And may I offer up for your consideration a few yet pro-

found areas that all of us should consider? 

 Allow me to give you and me seven areas of our lives (please 

feel free to add to and personalize) to consider choosing that will 

manifest themselves in “our doing”… 

 In 2012 I choose to… 

 ̓Be more faithful to God, His word, His people… 

 ̓Be a more loving person with family/brothers and  

 sisters in    Christ… 

 ̓Be more of an encourager to others… 

 ̓Be more attentive to those around me seeking to be  

 cognizant of their needs… 

 ̓Be more in prayer for missionaries, ministries, the moving 

manifestation of Holy Spirit in our world… 

 ̓Be more accessible to family… 

 ̓Be more helpful… 

 ̓Be more       (You fill in the Blank(s) 

 The overall desire of all of our hearts as believers in Jesus 

Christ is to choose to be on mission with Him being obedient to 

His call, Rescuing the Perishing. 
 

God’s Rich Blessings upon you and yours in 2012, 
 

Your Friend & DOM 

Bro. Ron   

Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

P.S. “Some Stones For Your Sling-Shot” 
 

¶ “Someone has said that Paul’s calendar had only     
two days “Today” and “That Day.”  The man (or 

woman) who is ready for THAT DAY is ready for   

ANY DAY.” (II Tim 1.12) Dr. Vance Havner 

¶ “God’s goodness is spurred by His nature, not by    

our worthiness” Max Lucado 

¶ “A life built upon the Word of God will withstand    

the very storm that sweeps away the life that did      

not heed God’s word” Dr. Henry Blackaby 

¶ “Prayer opens the way for the Word of God to run 

without hindrance.  It creates the atmosphere that is 

favorable for the Word to accomplish its purpose”  

 E.M. Bounds 

 

APPALACHIAN PARTNERSHIP 
 

  Another Year has ended and we all have been real busy 

the last couple months. 

You all were able to make lots of kids have a nice 

Christmas, thanks to everyone. Even with the economy 

down, you all have dug deep and helped many children 

in the Logan area have a Christmas some may not have 

had. It is a very special time of the year for the young 

and a difficult time for those adults trying to make this 

time special. We are very thankful to all that came out 

and helped wrap and for those that helped pack the truck 

so we could come back to Logan. We can’t thank you 

enough for all that you do each year to make this a suc-

cess.  

  It was special to have a team from Smyrna come out 

and help us unload and distribute the toys on this end. 

They were only here for one day, but they kept pretty 

busy between unloading and distributing those articles 

collected. Smyrna also helped us by setting up bunks 

downstairs in our old mission apartment as it has been 

called so long. So we now we have 20 beds downstairs 

and 22 beds in the annex making it possible to accom-

modate teams year round. 

  We have finished moving upstairs into the Parsonage , 

and trying to get it all arranged where it belongs. We 

have already set dates for the annual PBA Mission team 

trip. It will be August 4th thru 11th. Please mark your 

calendars and plan on being a part of this trip this year. 

We are planning on having something for each group to 

be a part of and a church to work with. We are looking 

for teams to do door to door survey and door to door 

witnessing for the churches in the area. Please pray 

about how you can be a part of this trip. We would also 

like to have some back yard bible clubs.  

  We were blessed with the opportunity to help Red 

Cross house 18 burned out victims for a few days in our 

Gym and met with other faith based groups to possibly 

start a disaster emergency group to handle these kind of 

situations in the future. 

  Thank you so much for allowing us to see the hand of 

God drawing people together and Him ministering 

among them.  We are truly a blessed people. 
 

In His Service, 
 

Dan and Deb Lawrence,  

Appalachian Partnership Coordinators  

 
 

MINISTER’S CONFERENCE 
 

Please join us for our Minister’s Conference January 9th 

at 10:30 a.m.  Sappony Baptist Church will host the con-

ference and Dr. Bob Wyatt will be our speaker discuss-

ing Religious Freedom.  All PBA Pastors and staff are 

invited to attend. 
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Associational Calendar January 2012  
 

Jan 5 11:45 a.m. Kehukee Leader’s Team Meeting—Associational Office 

Jan 9 10:30 a.m. Minister’s Conference – Sappony Baptist Church 

Jan 10 10:00 a.m. Trustees Meeting—Associational Office 

Jan 10 7:00 p.m. Mission & Evangelism Meeting—Camp Kehukee 

Jan 11  9:00 a.m. Budget & Finance Meeting – Association Office 

Jan 12 7:00 p.m. Kehukee Council Meeting – Second Baptist Church 

Jan 14 10:00 a.m. – Noon Children’s Mission Day @ Camp Kehukee 

Jan 16 10:00 a.m. Associational Women on Mission Meeting—Crowder Memorial 

Jan 16 7:00 p. m. Executive Council - Camp Kehukee 

Feb 1 10:00 a.m. Associational WMU Leadership Team Meeting, Second Baptist 

Feb 6 10:30 a.m. Minister’s Conference – City Point  

Feb 8  9:00 a.m. Budget & Finance Meeting—Association Office 

Feb 12-19  WMU Focus Week—Theme ñUnhinderedò 

Feb 18  Children’s Ministry Day (State) 

Here is my final conclusion:  Fear God and obey his commands, for this is the duty of every person.  God 

will judge us for everything we do, including every secret thing, whether good or bad. 

Ecclesiastes 12: 13-14(NLT)  


